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Beginners: 

 A picking paƩern doesn’t have to be hard or intricate at first.  
 Learn the basics. You can then grow and advance.  
 A song you are wanƟng to play/sing might encourage you to learn a new picking paƩern. 

The Basics: 

Pick one string at a Ɵme. It’s NOT a strum.  
(Note: intermediate/advanced might include more than one string at a Ɵme and an occasional strum – but not 
in beginner mode.) 

Thumb (P or T) picks downward; Index Pointer (i) plucks/scoops upward with moƟon like a pendulum.  

Learning a picking paƩern 

Find the method that works for you to break down a paƩern to learn AND start slowly! 
 
You don’t have to have tablature to learn a new picking paƩern. If you do see it, here’s what it means: 

The lines are the strings (top line is the highest pitched string, A string, string 1, nearest to toes).  

The number on tablature indicates which fret to press on which string. “0” means open string, do not 
press any fret. “2” on the A string line, means press the 2nd fret of the A string. 

 
EXAMPLE: Beats of a measure 

 
 

Beginners (beats 1,2,3,4) Intermediate (1&2&3&4&) 

 

 









PRACTICE THE PICKIN’ PATTERN WITH CHORD CHANGES  
C | C | F | F | C | C | G |	G |


LET’S PUT THE PICKIN’ TO WORK WITH A 4/4 TIME SIGNATURE


Danielle Ate the Sandwich’s

EASY TWO FINGER PICKIN’ PATTERN! 


What we are doing, would be written in tablature as: 

A	 |- - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - | 

E	 |- - - - -0 - - - - - - - - -|

C     	|- - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - |

G	 |- 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - |

	     p     i     p    i


Now put down fingers for a C Chord. Written in a tab, 
it’ll look like this:

A	 |- - - - - - - - - - - 3 - -| 

E	 |- - - - -0 - - - - - - - - -|

C     	|- - - - - - - - 0 - - - - -|

G	 |- 0 - - - - - - - - - - - -|


THE BASICS: 

•Rest your right hand on the ukulele with your middle, ring 

and pinky fingers lightly grounded on the body under the 
sound hole


•Keep thumb and finger free to move like a pendulum

•Thumb = P, your thumb picks downward and plays only the 

G and C strings

•Pointer Finger = i, your finger picks upward, like a scoop, 	

and plays only the E and A strings


THE RULES: 

•PICK EACH STRING ONLY ONCE 

•ALTERNATE STRINGS G to E then C to A 

•ALTERNATE FINGERS Thumb to Index




My Girl by the Temptations (in 4/4 time)


C 	 	 Dm    	 F   	 	 G 
I 	 	 guess 	 you’d 	 say 
C 	 	 Dm    	 F   	 	 G 
What can make me	  feel this 	 way?

C	 	 C	  C

My girl (my girl) (my girl)         

                 Dm    	 	 G

Talkin' 'bout my girl         	 my girl


HOW DO WE USE THE PATTERN IN A 3/4 or 6/8 TIME SIGNATURE?


•In 6/8 we have to pluck 6 times to make one measure (instead of 4 time for 4/4)

•Our pattern will change to G-E-C-A-G-E or p-i-p-i-p-i and then the pattern will repeat 

A	 |- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - -|- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - -|

E	 |- - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - |- - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - - - -  0 - - -| 

C     	|- - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |- - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - -| 

G	 |- - 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - -|- -0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - -|

	      p      i      p     i     p    i	          p       i     p     i     p     i  

Count    1       2     3    4     5   6          1      2     3    4     5    6

 

Amazing Grace (in 6/8 time)

 C          	 	   	  F          C

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

C 	 	 	         G7

that saved a wretch like me.

     C               	      F         C

I once was lost, but now am found,

	 C 	     G7   C

was blind, but now I see.









https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k
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Five Foot Two Eyes Of Blue

Art Landry

Key: C

C G7 D7 E7 A7 F

Chorus

C E7

Five foot two, eyes of blue,

A7

Oh, what those five feet can do!

D7 G7 C G7

Has anybody seen my gal?

Verse 1

C E7

Turned up nose, turned down hose

A7

Flapper? Yes, sir, one of those.

D7 G7 C

Has anybody seen my gal?

Bridge

E7

Now, if you run into a five foot two

A7

All covered with fur,

D7

Diamond rings and all those things,

G7

Bet your life it isn't her.

Verse 2

C E7

But could she love, could she woo,

A7

Could she, could she, could she coo?

D7 G7 C

Has anybody seen my gal?

D7 G7 C F C G7 C

Has anybody seen my gal?



Wicked Game

For SUA Feb 17 2026 - key=D

Chris Isaac

Key: D

Em D A

Intro

Em D

Verse 1

Em D A

The world was on fire and no one could save me but you.

Em D A

It's strange what desire will make foolish people do.

Em D A

I never dreamed that I'd meet somebody like you.

Em D A

I never dreamed that I'd lose somebody like you.

Chorus

Em D A

No, I d - on't want to fall in love. (This world is only gonna break your heart)

Em D A

No, I d - on't want to fall in love. (This world is only gonna break your heart)

Em D A

With you.

Outro

Em D A

With you.



Take Me Out To The Ballgame

JUS. ( NOTE: D-alt7 is a Hawaiian D7)

Key: D

G D7 A7 E7 C Am A D G7

C A7-alt

For it's one, two,

G

Three strikes,

E7

You're out

A7-alt

At the old

D7 G D7

ball game.

G

Take me out to

D7

The ball game.

G

Take me out

D7

With the crowd.

E7

Buy me some peanuts and

Am

Cracker Jacks.

A

I don't care if

D D7

I ever get back

G

Let me root, root, root for the

D7

home team.

G G7

If they don't win,

E7

It's a shame.
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C A7-alt

For it's one, two,

G

Three strikes,

E7

You're out

A7-alt

At the old

D7 G

ball game.

PLAY BALL!!
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Centerfield

John Fogerty

Key: G

G C D Gsus4 G/B Am Em D7 D/A

|C D |G |C D |G

e|-------|--------------|---------------|--------------|---------------|

B|-------|--------------|----3----------|--------------|---------------|

G|-------|-----0-----2-0|--4------------|-----0-----2-0|--2-4----------|

D|-------|---2---0-4----|------0~-------|---2---0-4----|------0~-------|

A|---0-2-|3-------------|-----------0-2-|3-------------|-----------0-2-|

E|-3-----|--------------|---------3-----|--------------|---------3-----|

C D |G |C G/B

e|---------------|---------------|----------------|

B|---------------|----3----------|---1~------0~---|

G|------0-----2-0|--4------------|---0~------0~---|

D|----2---0-4----|------0~-------|--2-------0-----|

A|-3-------------|---------------|3-----3-2-----2-|

E|---------------|---------------|----------------|

Am | D | G Gsus G | G Gsus G | G Gsus G Gsus| G Gsus G |

Verse 1

G C G

Well, beat the drum and hold the phone - the sun came out today!

G Em D D7

We're born again, there's new grass on the field.

G C G

A-roundin' third, and headed for home, it's a brown-eyed handsome man

C D G

Anyone can understand the way I feel.

Chorus

G C G

Oh, put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

C G/B

Put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

Am D G

Look at me, I can be centerfield.
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Verse 2

G C G

Well I spent some time in the Mudville Nine watchin' it from the bench

G Em D D7

You know I took some lumps when the mighty Case struck out.

G C G

So say hey willie, tell Ty Cobb and Joe Dimaggio

C D G

Don't say 'it ain't so', you know the time is now.

Chorus

G C G

Oh, put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

C G/B

Put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

Am D G

Look at me, I can be centerfield.

Interlude

C D | G | C D | G | C D | G | C G/B | D/A | D |

G Gsus G | G Gsus G | G Gsus G Gsus| G Gsus G |

Verse 3

G C G

Got a beat-up glove, a homemade bat, and brand-new pair of shoes

G Em D D7

You know I think it's time to give this game a ride.

G C G

Just to hit the ball and touch 'em all - a moment in the sun

C D G

(pop) it's gone and you can tell that one goodbye!

Chorus

G C G

Oh, put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

C G/B

Put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

Am D

Look at me, (yeah) I could be

G C G

Oh, put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

C G/B

Put me in, coach, I'm ready to play today

Am D G

Look at me, gotta be centerfield.

Yeah!

Outro

C | G/B | Am | D | G
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